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Establishment of specifications for standard technology has generally been handled by public standardization organizations, such as ITU. However, establishment of specifications by public standardization organization is a lengthy process, and as a result, may lag behind the pace of today's technological innovations. For this reason, corporations have begun to form forums and other similar organizations and set standard specifications for products and methods in specific fields within such forums in an increasing number of cases. In the meantime, attention is focused on issues relating to the handling of intellectual property rights that pertain to standard technology of individual organizations.The following report discusses the trends concerning the handling of intellectual property rights by both public standardization organizations and voluntary organizations including forums.
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