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The Location Inter-operability Forum (LIF) was established in September 2000, with the mission to specify a framework for offering services using location information independent of radio interfaces, terminal types, positioning methods, etc. in mobile communications systems, and to enhance the interoperability among specifications endorsed by relevant standardization bodies thereby. Since its establishment, LIF has been working on creating the Mobile Location Protocol (MLP) specification as one of its top-priority issues. MLP is a protocol for transferring location information outside of the core network. In June 2002, LIF completed MLP ver.3.0, which was harmonized with the Work Item related to location information in 3GPP Release 5 and approved as a specification corresponding to 3GPP stage 3 (detailed protocol specification). The specification sets forth an information-forwarding protocol in order for the Gateway Mobile Location Center (GMLC) in the core network specified under 3GPP to provide the most basic location-based services to external service providers.
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